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Remembering the fallenBy Mary-Justine LanyonThe children – sixth-graders at Mary 
Putnam Henck Intermediate School – had 
not been born when the tragic events of 
Sept. 11, 2001, took place. But that does not 
mean they cannot pay tribute to the nearly 
3,000 people who died and their families.Teacher Dean Powelson first created 
a 9/11 memorial program for the talent 
show at Lake Gregory Elementary School 
in 2002. When the sixth-grades were moved 
to MPH, he asked for and received authori-
zation to present the program there.

His students learn about the events of 
9/11 and share what they have learned with 
the other sixth-graders. The students filed in 
quietly and took their places on the floor of 
the multi-purpose room. One parent whis-
pered how impressed she was with how 
respectful they all were.That respectful attitude continued 
through the assembly. Mr. Powelson first 
showed a PowerPoint presentation, show-
ing the students what took place on 9/11 

Everyday Heroes make communities thriveBy Mary-Justine LanyonWhen Angela Hill was in fourth 
grade, she taught herself to read. After that, 
“you couldn’t keep books away from me.”The amazing part of the story, Hill 
told 2nd District Supervisor Janice Ruther-
ford, was that she was dyslexic. When her 
fifth-grade teacher assigned her to the class 
library – to keep her busy, Hill said – that 
set her on her life path. “I was reading every 
book they could give me.”Rutherford was interviewing Hill as 
part of her Everyday Heroes program in 
which she recognizes those unsung heroes 
who make a big difference in their commu-
nities. When a member of Rutherford’s staff 
called County Librarian Michael Jimenez, 
asking him to recommend a library volun-
teer, Jimenez didn’t hesitate.“I nominated Angela Hill right away,” 
he said.

Hill has served as president of the 
Friends of the Lake Arrowhead Library for 

the past seven years. She began her volun-
teer work with the local library as an adult 
literacy tutor.

“I came into the library one day and 
saw the literacy poster. I missed teaching 
so I applied,” Hill said. In addition to being 
an adult literacy tutor, she is also a reading 
specialist. As a teacher, she taught reading 
and English.

When Rutherford asked Hill what 
she would tell a young child struggling to 
read, Hill gave what some might consider 
a surprising answer. “Read comic books,” 
she said. “The pictures help you learn how 
to read the words.” Then, she said, “go to 
your local library and start looking through 
the books until you find something that 
looks interesting. Sit down and peruse it. 
When the reading catches you, you are in a 
different world.”

Hill told Rutherford about some of 
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‘Whatever you are, be a good one’By Mary-Justine LanyonThe road to the rank of sergeant ma-
jor in the Mountain Fifes & Drums Corps 
is not an easy one. A member of the corps 
begins as a new recruit and then works his 
or her way up through the ranks of recruit 
first class, private, fifer or drummer, junior corps corporal, senior corps corporal, 
sergeant, drum or fife sergeant and then sergeant major.

By that time, said Director Joy 
Hatch, the corps member will have mem-
orized at least 200 tunes from the Revolu-
tionary War and Civil War periods.“It is quite the accomplishment,” 
she said.

Macken Keefe, a senior at Rim of 
the World High School, achieved the rank 
of sergeant major with his recent recital 
– a combination of an oral report and a 
recital of fife and drum tunes.Each sergeant major candidate 
chooses a historical figure to report on. For Macken, that choice was easy – Abra-
ham Lincoln.

“He has been my hero for a long 

time,” Macken said of the 16th president 
of the United States. He took his audience 
on a journey through Lincoln’s life, from 
his birth in Kentucky on Feb. 12, 1809, 

Rim School Board Candidates SpeakBy Douglas W. MotleyThis will the first in a series of three 
articles profiling candidates vying for po-
sitions on the Rim of the World Unified 
School District Board of Trustees. In this 
week’s installment, The Alpine Mountain-
eer posed a series of questions to each 
of three candidates running in the Nov. 6 
statewide general election to fill one seat in 
School Board Area One, representing the 
Crestline communities.In subsequent articles, running on 
Sept. 27 and Oct. 4, the same set of ques-
tions will be posed to candidates in Area 
Two, representing the Lake Arrowhead 
communities, and Area Three, representing 
Running Spring area communities.

AREA ONE: CRESTLINE
Scott Markovich

Q. Why are you running?A. I’m running based on my 12-year 
experience as a Rim school board member, 
which has qualified me to understand the 
scope of Rim’s educational history, chal-
lenges, future and the process to achieve-

Macken Keefe was congratulated by his 
parents, Steve and Jamie, following his 
recital and promotion to sergeant major.

CANDIDATES on page 5

REMEMBERING on page 8

Sixth-graders from Mr. Powelson’s class carried a large photo of the towers of the World Trade Center to 
the stage at MPH.

Mr. Powelson and his class gathered for a group photo at the end of the 9/11 

remembrance assembly.

Macken Keefe was joined by Fifes & Drums alumnus Josiah Wisdom and fellow 

corps member Sarah Hatch during his recital.

Angela Hill, the latest of Supervisor Janice Rutherford’s Everyday Heroes, shares a 

laugh with the supervisor. (Photo by Mary-Justine Lanyon)
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Property owners  facing  increased fire tax
Public hearing scheduled 
for October 16 at County 
Government CenterBy Douglas W. MotleyThousands of mountain area property 

owners began receiving letters last week 

from the San Bernardino County Fire Pro-

tection District (County Fire) announcing 

a proposed $157.26 property tax levy per 

parcel, regardless of whether the parcel is 

occupied or vacant land.The announcement came as a shock 

to many mountain homeowners whose resi-

dences are built on multiple parcels or who 

also own vacant lots.“In the mountains, the vacation lots 

were built small, so now most mountain 

homes are on more than one lot and some, 

not all, were combined into single parcels. 

Rim School Board Candidates Speak – Area TwoBy Douglas W. MotleyThis is the second in a series of three 

articles profiling candidates vying for 

positions on the Rim of the World Unified 

School District board of trustees. In this 

week’s installment, The Alpine Moun-

taineer poses a series of questions to each 

of four candidates running in the Nov. 6 

statewide general election to fill one seat in 

School Board Area Two, representing the 

Lake Arrowhead communities. In the final 

article, on Oct. 4, the same set of questions 

will be presented to candidates in Area 

Three, representing the Running Spring 

area communities.

Area Two:Lake ArrowheadSharon Chapman Ph.D
Q. Why are you 

running for this posi-
tion?

A. Because I 
have lived in Twin 
Peaks for 39 years 
and dedicated my life 
to a better community 
through educating its 
youth, becoming a 
Rim board member is 
my next logical and 
desired step. I retired 
from Valley College 
and want children of this community to 

receive the best education possible.
Q. What is your educational back-

ground, and how do you feel you are qual-

ified?
A. I hold an English BA, Composition 

MA, Mythology MA, and Mythology Ph.D. 

emphasizing depth psychology. I am a 35-

year veteran teacher with experience at var-

ious levels: continuation and regular high 

school (Rim) and college. I have worked on 

accreditation, academic standards, arts and 

lectures, diversity and equity, Alpha Gam-

ma Sigma and other college committees. 

I advised Rim cheer, yearbook and news-

Blue Jay to become a patchwork quilt

By Mary-Justine  Lanyon
This Satur-

day, Sept. 29, Blue 
Jay Village will be 
transformed into 
a giant patchwork 
quilt by members of 
the Willow Woods 
Quilt Guild, who are 
presenting their 10th 
annual Blue Jay Quilt 
Walk from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

In celebration of 
a decade of present-
ing their hand-crafted 
quilts, the Guild 
members have set 
“Celebrate” as this 
year’s theme. Guests who stroll from store-

front to storefront, admiring the quilts, can 

vote on the quilt they think best exemplifies 

the theme.
In addition, there will be Halloween 

quilts and most likely some vintage quilts. 

Guild member Yolanda Douglas anticipates 

there being more than 100 quilts on display.

Once again this year Guild members 

have donated quilts to be auctioned off to 

benefit Camp Paivika. The camp, located in 
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Twelve-year-old Lennon Houghtaling swept the higher-skill level competition at 

last week’s Game of Skate competition in Crestline. (Photo by Rhea-Frances Tetley)

Game of Skate season winding down

Final competition will be held Oct. 18

By Rhea-Frances TetleyThis year’s Game of Skate season 

began winding down last Thursday as 

the summer’s second to last competition 

took place at the Crestline Skate Park. 

For generations, skateboarding has cap-

tured the attention of many a youngster, 

as both a mode of transportation and 

a way to challenge each other in their 

ability to do tricks with strange names.

All summer, the Rim Communi-

ties Coalition for Youth, Rim Family 

Services, Phoenix Club and the Lake 

Gregory Recreation Company, often 

supported by the Sheriff’s Department, 

have sponsored the Game of Skate - an 

opportunity for skateboarders to chal-

lenge each other head-to-head in friend-

ly competitions for prizes and bragging 

rights of being “The Best.” Tricks such 

as a “lazy-foot 180 Ollie” and “rotation 

double flip” challenged the competitors. 

This month, they also competed for 

Best Trick on the jumps and two raffle 

drawings for all-day passes at SkyPark 

at Santa’s Village for all kids.
Barbecued hot dogs hot off the grill 

were cooked by Danny Storms, a proud 

Rim High grad, and his wife, Maria; 

they were provided by the Phoenix Club 

to celebrate the drug and alcohol-free 

event. The 30 kids who competed agreed 

the Game of Skate was lots of fun.
The prizes this month ranged 

from Skypark passes to gift certificates 

and McDonalds and 7-Eleven coupons, SKATE on page 7

FIRE TAX on page 14

QUILT SHOW on page 13

Quilts of varying sizes and a plethora of colors will be on 

display in Blue Jay this Saturday. (Photo by Patricia Skalnik)

Second District County Supervisor Jan-

ice Rutherford is one of two supervisors 

opposed to a proposed fire tax increase 

being levied without approval by voters. 

(Photo by Rhea-Frances Tetley)

Members of the board of the Rim of the World Educational Foundation – Rory 

Balmer, Marilyn Mays, Dave Nygren, Mary Jo Alari, Flo Mullendore, Carol 

McAllister and Jo Bonita Rains – presented the Rim of the World Unified School 

District with two $10,000 checks at last week’s board of trustees meeting. 

One check will support the AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 

program, the other the ROP (Regional Occupational Program) classes. Balmer, 

who is president of the Mountain Sunrise Rotary Club, also presented a check 

for $6,823.32 from the club for the ROP classes. (Photo by Mike Harris)

Funding Rim students’ future

Sharon Chapman Ph.D
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Rim School Board 
Candidates Speak
By DOUGLAS W. MOTLEY

Senior Writer
This is the last of a series of three 

articles profiling candidates vying for 

positions on the Rim of the World Unified 

School District board of trustees. In this 

week’s installment, The Alpine Moun-

taineer poses a series of questions to each 

of four candidates running in the Nov. 6 

statewide general election to fill one seat in 

School Board Area Three, representing the 

Running Springs communities. Area Three:
Running SpringsJennifer Celise

Q. Why are you running?
A. As a parent, 

I believe I can put the 
needs of students first. 

With my background and 
experience, I believe I can 

make a positive difference 
for Rim schools. I feel we 

need strong representation 
in District 3, the Running 

Springs, Arrowbear and 
Green Valley Lake areas.

Q. What is your 
educational background, and how do you feel 

you are qualified?A. I attended Southern California Mon-

tessori and public schools, participated in the 

GATE program and enjoyed advanced drama/

theater and vocational classes in high school. 

In college, I focused on psychology, sociology 

and vocational education. I went on to teach 

adults in welfare-to-work programs and staff 

development classes for the County of San 

Bernardino for 12 years. After that, I worked 

in foster care and adoptions with children 

ages newborn to age 19. I currently teach as a 

contract instructor for UC Davis and feel my 

experience with students of all ages, combined 

with my background working with the public, 

private and nonprofit sectors, enables me to 

improve conditions in the Rim School District.

Q. What is your educational philosophy?

A. I believe in student-led education, or 

starting where the student is. Each student is 

unique and has a learning style that best suits 

them. I am an advocate for special education, 

advanced placement classes and vocational 

education in order to meet the needs of a 

diverse group of students.
Q. How would you stop declining 

enrollment?
A. I would focus on improving our 

schools. A parent survey could show us that 

parents are concerned about their students’ 

safety, about educational opportunities and 

consistent, fair policies and practices in our 

schools. By improving in these areas, we can 

stop declining enrollment. Excellent teachers 

inspire students to stay in school and get excit-

ed about learning. In order to recruit and retain 

excellent teachers, we need to restore their pay 

and benefits to industry and area standards. In-

crease grants and educational opportunities. 

Q. What would you recommend for 

improving educational excellence and test 

scores?
A. I would recommend continued 

tutoring opportunities, advertisement of online 

resources available to students, and community 

support for incentives for students.

Q. How would you put the district on a 

sound financial footing?
A. I would apply for additional funding 

and grants, both public and private, to 

supplement the budget in specific areas, such 

as technology, infrastructure, arts and sciences, 

vocational courses and resource materials. I 

would focus on improving school safety in or-

der to stop declining enrollment and add online 

high school courses as an independent study 

option for students who are considering leaving 

the Rim School District for the flexibility of a 

charter school.Q. What is your stand on teacher 

compensation?A. I believe teachers should be paid what 
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Teacher Mark Warhol pumps air into his bottle rocket, as 

his audience of fifth-graders eagerly awaits the launch. 

(Photos by Douglas W. Motley)

Fifth-grade students  at VOE Elementary School had plenty of questions for teacher Mark Warhol 
during last week’s bottle rocket demonstra-tion. 

VOE students learn essentials of rocket science

By DOUGLAS W. MOTLEY
Senior Writer

Sixty budding rocket scientists 

assembled on the baseball field at Valley 

of Enchantment Elementary School 

mid-morning on Wednesday, Sept. 26 to 

learn how the elements of mass and motion 

combine to create the force necessary to 

propel a homemade bottle rocket some 300 

feet in the air.Students sat quietly on the grass as 

VOE fifth-grade teacher Mark Warhol 

explained the principles of Isaac Newton’s 

Third Law: “For every action, there is an 

equal and opposite reaction.” To illustrate 

Newton’s Law of Motion, Warhol held up 

an upside-down, two-liter plastic soda bot-

tle and explained that, later on – after the 

bottom of the bottle is properly fitted with 

a nose cone fashioned from construction 

paper and duct tape – it would be nearly 
ROCKET SCIENCE on page 12

CCDA plans to clean up Crestline

Residents encouraged to attend  

Oct. 9 meeting to consider cityhood

By RHEA-FRANCES TETLEY

Staff Writer

The Crestline Community Develop-

ment Alliance has for decades been helping 

to improve the community of Crestline. 

This dedicated group of volunteers helps 

the community in a variety of ways.

This month, they will be sponsoring 

a community cleanup day on Saturday, 

Oct. 20 from 9 to 11 a.m. They invite all 

who choose to volunteer with them to 

clean up the community.
They will meet at Goodwin’s Market 

at 9 a.m.; all volunteers will be given 

safety vests and bags to pick up the litter 

along several streets in town, depending 

upon the number of volunteers who show 

up. Usually, they walk through town and 

clean the business areas of town as they 

walk along.
CLEAN UP CRESTLINE on page 4

Corks and Hops draws to a close

By RHEA-FRANCES TETLEY

Staff Writer

Crestline’s Corks & Hops Walk will 

conclude its 2018 season this Saturday, 

Oct. 6. On the first Saturday of each 

month, hundreds of participants have 

enjoyed walking along the two main streets 

of Crestline – Lake Drive and Crest Forest 

Drive – exploring businesses while enjoy-

ing wines, beers and ales. A free shuttle bus 

ride between Top Town and Lake Gregory 

Village has made the monthly event even 

more enjoyable.All summer long, the Crestline-Lake 

Gregory Chamber of Commerce has been 

partnering with numerous wineries, craft 

breweries and local chamber members 

to bring this stellar event to the people. 

Hundreds have returned month after 
Corks and Hops participants relax in the shade while sipping vintage wines and craft 

beers, enjoying the music of Whiskey Sunday during the Aug. 4 event in Top Town. 

(Photo by Douglas W. Motley) 
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